










KANSAS WIND ENERGY
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Kansas Electricity Generation by Source

2019 2010



U.S. WIND CORRIDOR
Central Location
Strong wind resource

Kansas Rankings (AWEA Market Report)
• #2 – Wind as % of total generation
• #3 – Corporate wind purchases
• #4 – Wind power installed capacity
• #4 – Wind power generation
• #5 – Wind turbines installed
• $11.4+ billion – Total investment
• 1.97 million – Equivalent homes 

powered
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KANSAS WIND INDUSTRY GROWTH 
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Annual Wind Generation 
(Thousand Megawatt-hours) 



KANSAS WIND MAP WITH 
OPERATING AND UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION WIND 
FARMS AND RELATED 
BUSINESSES
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Project Name County Size (MW) Began Operation

Gray County Gray 112 2001

Elk River Butler 150 2005

Spearville Ford 100.5 2006

Meridian Way Cloud 204 2008

Smoky Hills I Lincoln, Ellsworth 100.8 2008

Smoky Hills II Lincoln, Ellsworth 150 2008

Central Plains Wichita 99 2009

Flat Ridge 1 Barber 100 2009

Greensburg Kiowa 12.5 2009

Spearville II Ford 48 2010

Caney River Elk 200 2010

Cimarron I Gray 165 2011

Cimarron II Gray 131 2012

Ensign Gray 99 2012

Flat Ridge 2 Barber, Kingman, Sumner, Harper 470.4 2012

Ironwood Ford 168 2012

Post Rock Lincoln, Ellsworth 201 2012

Shooting Star Kiowa 105 2012

Spearville III Ford 100.8 2012

Buffalo Dunes Finney, Haskell, Grant 248.75 2012

OPERATING PROJECTS
Project Name County Size (MW) Began Operation

Alexander Rush 48.3 2013

Buckeye Ellis 200 2015

Cedar Bluff Ness, Trego 200 2015

Slate Creek Sumner 150 2015

Marshall Marshall 74 2015

Waverly Coffey 199 2016

Ninnescah Pratt 200 2016

Kingman Kingman 200 2016

Cimarron Bend Clark 200 2017

Bloom Ford, Clark 200 2017

Western Plains Ford 280 2018

Pratt Pratt 243.4 2018

Diamond Vista Marion 300 2019

Solomon Forks Thomas 276 2019

Prairie Queen Allen 200 2019

East Fork Thomas 196 2020

Reading Lyon 200 2020

Cimarron III Neosho 200 2020

Soldier Creek Nemaha 300 2020
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7,010.55 MW by end of 2020

* Scheduled to be online by end of 2020



KANSAS COUNTIES WITH WIND FARMS
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30 Kansas counties 
will have wind 
farms in operation 
by the end of 2021



ECONOMIC IMPACT
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Annual Economic Impacts of 
Kansas Wind Energy – 2020 Report

Report providing economic impact information 
with empirical data from the operating projects 
in Kansas, regulatory filings before the Kansas 
Corporation Commission, and nonpartisan 
academic sources to further examine the 
economic impacts of wind generation for state 
and local economies. 
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Key findings of 2020 economic impact report 
on Kansas wind industry. 

DIVERSE PORTFOLIO JOB CREATIONLOW COSTS FOR CONSUMERS

CORPORATE DEMAND FUTURE POTENTIALADDITIONAL REVENUE

With costs routinely under $20 per 
megawatt-hour of generation, new wind 

generation in Kansas is now commonly less 
expensive than energy from traditional 

sources.

By including wind farms in traditional 
electricity portfolios, utility companies are 

able to better hedge against potential 
increases in the price of coal and natural gas 

over the next twenty years.

Wind generation has created, and continues 
to create, a significant number of jobs for 

Kansas’ citizens.

Wind generation from currently operating 
wind projects will bring over $1.51 billion in 
direct economic benefits to Kansas counties 

and landowners through contribution 
agreement payments and lease payments.

With companies increasingly asking for 
renewable energy, Kansas must use its 
strategic geographic location to remain 

competitive in attracting industry.

Despite the significant growth that the wind 
industry in Kansas has experienced, the vast 

majority of the state’s wind resources remain 
untapped.
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ADDITIONAL REVENUE FOR THE STATE

Economic Benefits of Kansas Wind Generation Total Impact Per Avg. Project
(200 MW)

Landowner Lease Payments

Annually $45,767,702 $1,325,448

Over 20-Year Project Life $915,354,040 $26,508,950

Donation Agreements and Property Tax

Payments $595,239,378 $17,238,325
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TOTAL DIRECT PAYMENTS
$1.51 billion in direct 

economic benefits to Kansas 
counties and landowners

Source: Annual Economic Impacts of Kansas Wind Energy – 2020 Report 



CREATION OF UPFRONT AND ONGOING JOBS

Jobs Created Total 
Impact

Per Avg. 
Project

(200 MW)
Direct Jobs Created

Construction Phase 8,488 246
Operation Phase 544 16

Additional Jobs Created
Indirect/Induced Jobs
(per U.S. Dept. of Energy)

12,057 349
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• Wind turbine service technician projected as 
fastest growing occupation in US between 
2019 - 2029

Source: Annual Economic Impacts of Kansas Wind Energy – 2020 Report 



Wind-related Businesses in Kansas
In addition to direct jobs constructing and 
operating wind farms, there are many 
wind-related businesses across Kansas 
contributing to the state’s economy, 
including:

Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy

companies relocating jobs to Kansas from 
out of state by allowing them to retain up 
to 95% of the withholding taxes generated 
by new employees.

Later broadened to include companies 
locating new business operations or 
functions in Kansas and to allow existing 
Kansas companies to participate.
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Company Location Description

Alltite Wichita
Tools/bolts for wind farm 
construction

Black & Veatch Overland Park Engineering services

BNSF Logistics
Kiowa, Emporia, 
Wellington

Wind component distribution 
services – laydown yard

EDP Renewables Overland Park Developer/owner/operator

Fuchs Lubritech Kansas City, KS Lubricants for wind turbine 
manufacturer

JR Custom Metal Fabrication Wichita
Components for wind turbine 
manufacturing

Kiewit Lenexa Engineering Services

KK Wind Solutions US Lenexa Control systems for wind turbines

Olsson
Manhattan, Olathe, 
Overland Park, 
Pittsburg

Engineering Services

Siemens Gamesa Renewable 
Energy Hutchinson

Wind turbine nacelle and hub 
manufacturer

Terracon Consultants Olathe Environmental Services
Tradewind Energy/Enel 
GreenPower Lenexa Developer/owner/operator

Transportation Partners & 
Logistics

Garden City, 
Parsons

Wind component distribution 
services – laydown yard

WATCO Supply Chain Pawnee Rock Wind component distribution 
services – laydown yard



CORPORATE WIND PURCHASES

Kansas State University
University of Kansas
Washburn University
Benedictine College
Manhattan-Ogden School District
Topeka 501 School District
Johnson County Community College
Fort Hays State University

Sedgwick County Zoo
Sisters of Charity
Veterans Affairs Medical Centers
Kansas City, Kansas
Garden City
McPherson

Kansas ranks third in corporate purchases of wind as of 2019. In 
addition, cities, educational institutions, and other organizations are 

signing up for Kansas wind energy.

Google
Microsoft
Target
T-Mobile
Textron Aviation
Kohler
Brown Forman
Ardent Mills
Home Depot
Brown Forman
Royal Caribbean 19

Spirit AeroSystems
Bunge Milling
Schwan’s
Landoll
Cargill
Evcon
Yahoo!
Cox Communications
MGP Ingredients
Facebook
Amazon



US Energy and Employment Report

20Source: Energy Futures Initiative and National Association of State Energy Offices



Future Energy Workforce
Shifts in electricity generation and 
technology innovation will continue to 
impact economic growth opportunities. 
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Source: Emsi Q3 2020 Data Set



Thank You
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Randi Tveitaraas Jack
Deputy Director, International Division

Kansas Department of Commerce
(785) 296-7868 

Randi.TveitaraasJack@ks.gov 
KansasCommerce.gov






